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Marty Gibbons and Kyle Wolff (USW 7619 

President) cooking burgers for the community of 

Ashcroft and First Responders 

2017 was a year to remember; wild weather that brought flooding in the spring and a record 

drought that caused the wildest forest fires that threatened not only our homes but our 

livelihoods.  As always when our Communities faced crisis USW members sprang into action 

supporting evacuees, fighting fires and helping rebuild.   
 

But 2017 was more than just fires and floods.  Our Local Union has continued to grow and 

support our members and their Communities.  These are our memories… 
 

We would like to start featuring good works in the community by our members. If you have a 

story of a fellow member going above and beyond in your community please send to: 

steel1417@telus.net  

Marty Gibbons, Jordan Lawrence, Tim Munro 

and Eric Annett from West Fraser Mill helping 

out at the Welcome Back Clinton BBQ 

Fort McMurray repays our community with supplies for the first responders of the BC Wildfires 

THANKSGIVING PIT STOP 

USW Members giving back to those less 

fortunate 

Marty Gibbons, M.C. Breadner, Tara Cavanagh, 

Kyle Wolff getting ready to deliver supplies to 

Ashcroft community and first  responders  

Thank you Jordan Mohle (Local 1944) 

for arranging the coats and sleeping 

bag drive for CMHA 



  

2017 BBQ’S FOR EVACUEES 
The wildfires this summer ravaged  B.C. forests and many communities, devastating and displacing many of our 

members and families. During this time various locals and individuals provided support by donations of items, 

money and their time. We would like to say thank you to everyone who stood up and came together.  
The USW humanity fund donated $82,000 during the fires, which was divided between the Red Cross and 

United Way. Locals 1-417 and 7619 provided BBQ’S for evacuees and first responders throughout the Local. 

USW 

welcomes 

evacuees to  

Mac Park 

with  BBQ  

Ashcroft 

Community 

& First   
Responders 

BBQ 

Pat McGregor (USW 1-423 President) 

flipping burgers in Heffley Creek 



 

Andrew Toms who has a home based business, PBA Graphics in Prince George, created a bear decal with the #BCSTRONG hashtag 

inset for the intentions of raising money for the Red Cross during this destructive wildfire season.  Wanting to purchase a few myself, I 

decided to offer my Facebook friends the decals as we could save on shipping if they were all sent to me and I could deliver them.  200 

decals later, we raised $1000 for the Red Cross from our order alone. 

I approached Andrew to see if we could do a second round but this time we could donate the proceeds to the Ashcroft Legion as they 

helped feed hundreds of people between first responders and various people that couldn't leave town while we were out of power and 

water in Ashcroft.  He agreed, and the second order began.  I recruited my best friend’s wife Jenn Eaton in Cache Creek to help me get 

orders and for our second order we raised $1360 for the Legion. 

As the demand for the decals continued, we took orders for a third order for yet another great cause, The Boston Flats Fire Relief 

Fund.  In less than a week, even after having sold several hundred decals already, we raised yet another $800. 

Between the sales from 100 pre-ordered decals sold by Joyce Buckland and Phyllis Rainey at a local large garage sale to help the 

Boston Flats Fire Relief Fund and our 4th order that we just placed today, our total, though not quite tallied, will likely be around $1000 

and will be donated between the Ashcroft and Cache Creek Fire Departments. This is to help with any stock they may need as after an 

event like this there are always things that would have helped the teams out during these stressful times. 

So far, over $4300 has been raised for several great causes.  Not too bad for only wanting to save a little on shipping costs! 

Brian Lachapelle, Member, USW Local 1-417  

#BCSTRONG 

Steelworkers partnered with United Way to raise 

awareness and donations.  BBQ's were held at 

Canfor, Moly-cop and Tolko mills to thank our 

members for their contributions. The 2017 

campaign raised just over $73,000. This money 

will help towards various community 

associations and charities.   

USW 1-417 Teams up with United Way 

Elephant Hill Wildfire 
This summer, Steelworker Jordan Lawrence was on double-duty. A full-time Financial Secretary with USW Local  

1-417 in Kamloops, he’s also a volunteer firefighter in nearby Clinton. On Friday, July 7, multiple wildfires were 

ignited near the communities of Ashcroft and 100 Mile House. In under two hours, the Elephant Hill wildfire had 

spread to Cache Creek, forcing a mandatory evacuation. Within two weeks, fires were threatening the village of 

Clinton and the community was placed on evacuation. When the evacuation came, Jordan evacuated to 

Kamloops with his wife and two kids, aged two and four. Once his family was safe, Jordan returned to Clinton to 

help fight the wildfires and protect his community, alongside 80 firefighters including at least three other USW 

volunteers. 

* Excerpt from USW@Work Magazine 
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2nd Annual Steelworkers Drive for Hunger 

On September 30, 2017 we held our second drive for hunger golf tournament. $10,000 and 

280 pounds of food were donated between golfers and businesses sponsoring a hole. Kamloops 

Food Bank is very grateful for donations. Way to go Steelworkers!!!! 

Steelworkers serving up hot chocolate 

at  CP Christmas Train 

Labour Day 

Women of Steel Self Defense 

Shop Steward Level 

One Class 


